[Two patients with acute hepatitis B from the same piercing salon].
Hepatitis B was diagnosed in two homosexual men aged 41 and 31 years. Both had undergone piercing on the same day in the same saloon. The word piercing means application of decorations in the skin which is pierced for the purpose. The breeching of the skin combined with the conditions under which this is performed leads to a risk of transmission of especially viral infections. An assumed connection between the patients was supported by the results of molecular-biological examination of the hepatitis B virus isolates. The piercings were applied with the same pair of pincers, which was not sterilized in between. In view of these findings hygienic measures were taken in the piercing saloon in question to prevent future transmission of infections. Piercing entails health risks that are not always recognized either by those who do it or by those who have it done.